Parent Information for Westfield Youth Basketball

· All groups will start on Saturday, November 1st.  The 1st and 2nd graders will meet once a week for an hour in the half gym at WACS. The older grade groups will most likely meet twice a week for either an hour or an hour and a half at Eason Hall, WACS, or the YWCA or possibly other local schools (depending on how much gym time we have). 
· All parents will receive a phone call/text message by the end of Thursday, October 30th regarding what time(s) their child’s clinics/practices are and who their child’s coaches will be. If you do not receive a phone call/text message by 5:00 on October 30th, then please call/text Andrew at 716-753-6842.
· The 1st & 2nd grade clinic will run for 10 weeks (with taking the holidays off) and run until January 31st. This group will focus on the fundamentals and skill building. There will be a little scrimmaging as the season goes on, but no formal games.
· The 3rd & 4th and the 5th & 6th grades groups will start all together in larger groups for skill clinics and assessments. By the second week of November, participants will be placed on specific teams with specific coaches and games will start in December and continue through January 31st.
· We are planning to have an “in house” league where our teams compete against each other. This is how we have typically run our program over the years. We are hoping to enter a 5th & 6th, and a 3rd & 4th grades team in the Chautauqua County youth boys’ basketball league that we have played in the last couple of years. This would be in addition to our in-house league and there would be no additional cost for the boys who are selected.  
· For the boys’ league with the other towns’ programs, they are planning on having separate A and B leagues. Both leagues will still focus on fun and development, but the A league will be more competitive, while the B league will be more recreational. We anticipate entering teams in the B league. Towns with teams in these leagues will include: Bemus Point, Cassadaga Valley, Chautauqua Lake (Mayville), Eisenhower (PA), Forestville, Fredonia, Panama, Sherman, and Southwestern (Lakewood). 
· While we do not have a separate girls’ league including other towns. We are planning on putting together some games with teams from other towns. Depending on how many girls we have sign up, we will either have our in-house rec teams play teams from other towns, or we will create a select team (like we will in the boys league) that will play teams from other towns. 
· Our rec teams will practice one night a week and will typically play one game a week (mostly on Saturdays). Our travel teams will attempt to practice twice a week if gym time permits and will typically play one game a week (mostly on Saturdays, but with some weeknight games possible). 
· We are very much still looking for individuals at all grade levels who are willing to coach. Coaches will be responsible for communicating with their teams, running practices and coaching their teams at games (for the older grade levels). Coaches will be required to sign and follow our youth sports coaching contract and conduct themselves to the standards listed on the contract. Please call/text Andrew at 716-753-6842 if you would be willing to coach or assist this season. We would greatly appreciate it! 
· Players must be in 1st through 6th grade to play.  Please note that some players may be moved up in grade groups at the discretion of the Recreation Director.
· Please do not drop off your child for a clinic session/practice/game until you see that one of their coaches is there.
· Please make sure that your child is dressed appropriately for clinic sessions/practices/games. This means with a t-shirt and shorts. Basketball shoes are recommended, but NOT required. 
· Please make sure that your child is also dressed appropriately when coming in from the cold and please make sure that they do NOT wear their wet shoes in the gym. If possible, have them change into their playing shoes when they get inside. 
